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Editor’s note:

The one about SALT
Eric Long | editor-in-chief
Seniors are a month and some change away from graduation and
those with no set plan to repay the thousands they’ve borrowed
may fear the moment when they get the notification stating they
need to start sending money.
To mitigate this fear, EWU has paid for SALT, a program to
help guide students through the financial burden that is student
loan repayment. The best part? The service is free for Eastern
students and alumni.
To read more about Eastern’s reason for investing in SALT and
what all it does for students, read “SALTy about student loans?” by
contributing writer Luke Kindred on page 4.
Also in this issue:
The athletic department is over budget. Find out why and what
is being done about it in “Athletic department to improve budget”
by Riley Baker on page 15.
Joe Matthews is not happy with professors who make attendance
mandatory. Read why in “Forced to attend classes” on page 11.
The University of Idaho football team is heading back to the Big
Sky. Learn what this means for the Eagles in “Big Sky to add new
team to the fold in 2014” by Grace Pohl on page 14.

Geology dinner highlights research
page 5
Geology professor Nigel Davies
Attend class
profile | page 9
or fail.

ASEWU results roll in next issue
pages 8 and 9

Mandotory attendance discussed
page 11
Easterner Asks students aboutprofessors on campus | page 11
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Our Mission: The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty, staff and nearby residents of Eastern
Washington University of the governance, activities and views of the campus while providing a learning environment
for students interested in journalism and related fields. Our main goal is to publish high-quality news content to the
community of Eastern Washington University.

SALT was the highlight of this issue and we tried to include
budgeting with our play on words. A type was selected to look as
though the letters were drawn in salt to keep with the theme. Color
palette consisted of black, white and money green.

Circulation: The Easterner publishes a weekly print version as well as web content during the week http://www.
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CAPS offered by EWU

EWU welcomes author
William Finnegan

By Montse Franco | contributing writer

By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

S

ixty-seven percent of college students tell a friend they are feeling
suicidal before telling anyone else,
according to the Active Minds website.
Knowing what resources are offered by
EWU could help a friend.
Counseling and Psychological
Services (CAPS) provides individual and
group counseling, crisis intervention and
outreach programming for university students, along with consultation services for
the entire campus community according to
their web page.
CAPS offers a wide variety of services
to fit student needs. “CAPS is very
student-centered. The staff are really
passionate about serving students,” said
Kurt Stellwagen, Ph.D., an associate
professor for the psychology department,
in an email interview.
All CAPS records are strictly confidential and do not become part of university
records. Information may be released only
with the expressed written consent of the
student, according to EWU Counseling
and Psychological Services web page.
Although CAPS does offer a wide
variety of services, they are in the works
of offering more. “I am pretty satisfied
with the range of services we offer,” said
training director Miriam Berkman, Ph.D.
“We are in the process of developing
online services as well.”
Space and more staff are what CAPS
needs according to Berkman. “More people
are requesting our services than we can
provide in an immediate way,” she said.
CAPS has two full-time staff members at
the Riverpoint office, seven permanent
staff in Cheney, two second-year intern
graduate students, three first-year intern
graduate students, three part-time staff,
two support staff and one staff member
with a master’s in social work, according to
Berkman. “The CAPS staff are very competent,” Director of Masters in Psychology
Dennis Anderson said.
CAPS is one of the sites where graduate
students intern for their clinical. “This is
a 9-to-12-month, where graduate students

CAPS (Counseling and Psychological Services)
•individual and group counseling
•crisis intervention
•self-help and online resources
•consultation services

CAPS is located in room 225 of Martin Hall | Illustration by Heidi Watchel
work closely with the students,” said
Anderson. “Student interns have had a good
experience interning there.”
The expansive range of services
offered by CAPS brings in a diverse
population. “The students get a very wide
variety of experience while interning
there,” Anderson said.
Awareness about the services CAPS
offers is increasing. “Every year the number
of students coming in increases, because
awareness is increasing,” Berkman said.
Berkman is not the only one to see this
increase. Anderson said he knows CAPS
has seen the important impact it has on students. “Based on how busy they get I would
say they have a strong impact on EWU
students,” said Anderson. “As an instructor
I’ve referred people up to the staff.”
Although Anderson sees how busy the
CAPS office can get, he said he believes
there is still room for more awareness. “I’ve
talked to students who are surprised that we
offer the program,” he said.
Stellwagen also sees a need for more
awareness. “Unfortunately many students,
including students with high needs
like vets with PTSD, don’t know about
CAPS,” he said.
CAPS reaches out to the students and
community through different programs.

Some of its outreach programs include
talking to residence hall community
advisors, participating in the First Step
orientation, talking to clubs and Greek organizations and putting on student workshops
to provide helpful resources.
The Student Workshop series is
open to all students and the community.
These workshops are important topics
that students and the community can
relate to. Some of the common workshops
done quarterly are money management
and stress management, along with new
topics being added. “The workshop’s focus
depends on student needs, but we are
incorporating new topics,” said Berkman.
“Some of our new workshops include
using art as a means to solve problems
and express emotions. There is also our
marijuana and mental health workshop.”
Berkman said CAPS is always open
to new ideas for workshops. “[Students]
can email us their suggestions, let us
know at the workshops, or by coming
into the office,” she said.
The workshop series is every Thursday
from noon-1 p.m. in Martin Hall room
209. Free snacks and pizza are provided on
a first-come, first-serve basis, according
to EWU Counseling and Psychological
Services web page.

A

uthor William Finnegan was in Spokane on
April 29 for a reading and Q&A for his latest
book “Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life.”
The event took place at Auntie’s
Bookstore located in downtown
Spokane and was a part of EWU’s
Visiting Writer Series. Director of
Get Lit! Melissa Huggins said, “[The
series] is a partnership between the
MFA program in creative writing and
Get Lit!”
Finnegan
Finnegan currently works for The
New Yorker and is the author of five books.
Finnegan’s memoir, “Barbarian Days: A Surfing
Life,” is mainly about surfing and was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for memoirs. Sports Illustrated said,
“Finnegan is an excellent surfer; at some point he
became an even better writer.”
All seats were filled as Finnegan read from his book
and talked about his writing process, including figuring
out what to put in and leave out of the book and having
to contact a lot of long lost friends in the process, only to
find their recollection of events much different than his.
Madeline Allen, second-year graduate student in
the creative writing MFA program, said she thought the
event was extremely interesting. “I enjoyed getting to
hear not only William Finnegan’s personal style of prose,
but also getting a little insight into his writing process
during the Q-and-A session at the end.”
Huggins said Rachel Toor, English and creative
writing faculty member, was the one who took the lead
on inviting Finnegan to be a part of Eastern’s Visiting
Writer series.
Allen said she thinks events like this are
extremely beneficial to students, regardless of whether
they are studying writing. “Listening to someone else’s
style of writing and hearing about their experiences
can expand your educational experience in invaluable
ways,” she said.
Huggins said it varies a little, but the Visiting Writer
series usually brings in about eight writers a year. “That’s
mix of fiction, non-fiction and poetry,” she said.
Poet Elizabeth Spires will be the last visiting
writer of the quarter. Spires will be at Auntie’s
Bookstore on May 13.

Students can visit the Get Lit! website for
more information.
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SALT-y about student loans
By Luke Kindred | contributing writer

F

irst thing after graduating college,
with school the less I will have to pay, but
students are faced with the question,
that puts lots of pressure on me to take
“What next?” SALT is an online proon an extra load and it is hard to still be
gram intended to help students plan for their
successful under that pressure.”
futures. The good news: students do not have
The SALT website has forms that can
to wait until graduation to begin planning.
be downloaded onto your computer. These
Stacey Morgan Foster, vice president of
forms range anywhere from loan deferment
student affairs at EWU, noted SALT is not an requests resulting from unemployment to
acronym for anything; rather, it means what
loan forgiveness. The requirements vary
it sounds like. Salt—the stuff that goes in the
for loan forgiveness. However, in some
shaker next to the pepper. In Ancient Rome,
circumstances working full time for an
soldiers could be paid
eligible public service
with salt; even as recently
employer would allow
as the War of 1812 some
for the outstanding
soldiers were paid in salt
amount of student loans
brine. The word salary
to be forgiven.
is derived from the word
“Knowing that there
that was used for salt.
is a program that can
That is why a program
help me with my loan
that is based on money is
repayment plan or even
called SALT.
help me apply to have
According to
my loans forgiven helps
the SALT website,
me worry less about
“Understanding your debt
money and focus more
is the key to becoming
on my schoolwork,”
debt-free faster.” SALT is
Farness said.
an online program that
According to
helps students manage
SALT, being on top of
their money while in
finances is important
school, pay for school and
after college, but
repay student loans. It
also during it. Along
can even help students
with helping make a
find jobs after graduation.
budgeting plan for your
SALT is a program
Meg Farness | EWU sophomore loans during school,
funded by EWU, meaning
SALT can help find
it is free to students; it is also free to alumni
scholarships or teach students how to write
as long as they still have access to their EWU
better scholarship essays. “It is great that
email account.
there are opportunities like these available
“If you have financial aid you can go
to help out the undergrads here at EWU,”
online and connect to your loan and it
EWU freshman Hunter Lovely said.
will help you do budgeting; it helps you
Morgan Foster said she believes SALT
do career planning, it does all sorts of
is a great resource and it is just one of the
cool things,” Morgan Foster said. Students many resources her and the staff at student
or alumni within the SALT program can
resources provide for EWU students. Other
take courses, set goals and even ask for
helpful tools specifically pertaining to
support from professionals.
student loans and resources can be found
Morgan Foster said there was so
on the EWU financial aid and scholarships
much to worry about while going to
web page under the “loans” tab.
school that students should not have to
In SALT, students learn how to write
spend so much time on budgeting. SALT
effective cover letters and why internships
makes it easy for students to do their
matter. “Since learning about SALT, I
finances in spare time.
have probably been on it every day. There
“One of the biggest worries that I have
is so much information that I just kind of
is that I will be paying for school for the
get lost in everything that I read. This is
rest of my life,” said EWU sophomore Meg
definitely one of the greatest resources that
Farness. “I know that the faster I get done
I have now,” Farness said.

“

Since learning
about SALT, I
have probably
been on it every
day. There is so
much information
that I just kind
of get lost in
everything that I
read.
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Geology Dinner celebrates Gilmour and Kiver
By Devante Gaillard | contributing writer

ALL THAT STUDYING CAUSING BLURRED VISION?
Call Vision Haus for an eye exam!
We also do glasess and contacts.
Taking most insurances or enroll
in VISION HAUS SAVINGS CLUB

Lab assistant Micheal Toma and EWU Professor Emeritus Ernie Gilmour | Photos by Devante Gaillard

E

WU Professors Emeriti Ernie Gilmour,
Ph.D. , and Gene Kiver, Ph.D. , will
host alumni and students at the Geology
Dinner to celebrate nearly 100 years of research
at the university.
A geology department open house will take place
May 5 at 4 p.m. with poster presentations near Science
Building 130. At 5:30 p.m. there will be a gathering
and social hour at the Walter and Myrtle Powers
Reading Room in Hargreaves Hall with dinner, dessert
and both professors’ research presentations.
Gilmour and Kiver started teaching in 1967 and
1968, respectively. Since then, they have stopped
teaching but continues to research and publish.
Kiver has been studying the Channelled Scablands
tied to the Missoula floods from the Ice Age. He
wrote a book in 2009 called “On the Trail of the Ice
Age Floods: The Northern Reaches” with his former
graduate student, Bruce Bjornstad. Kiver also recently
released another book called “Washington Rocks!”
Cheney is considered the gateway to the Channelled
Scablands. Kiver said the Scablands are “an unusual
geologic phenomenon in Eastern Washington and this
is the place to come study.”
Kiver’s presentation will cover his Scabland
findings and other research he has done. Gilmour will
also be presenting his discovery of seven new genera of
aquatic invertebrates called bryozoans.
“Most people don’t think about looking for
dinosaurs with a microscope,” lab assistant Michael
Toma said.
According to Gilmour, the organisms are
imprinted on limestone from Pakistan that is
more than 260 million years old. Colonies of these
organisms are only 250 microns across and require a
microscope and keen eyesight to find. The only way
to model them is through a series of extremely thin

slices in multiple planes.
Toma and Gilmour applied a method of polishing
and acid that dissolves a small layer of the limestone
onto glass film five microns at a time. Each slide is
compiled to show changes in shape which in turn
make a 3-D image.
“They’re just so small you don’t even notice them.
Even when you know they’re there, you can hardly find
them,” Gilmour said.
Despite having the rocks for decades, it was only
within the last two years Gilmour and Toma began
studying them and made their initial discovery.
“I just happened to have the microscope set that
day where I hit one of them,” Gilmour said.
Seven unique budding patterns have been
discovered since then. Each different pattern indicates
a different genus of bryozoa not previously seen.
“There’s not too many more combinations of
budding to find,” Gilmour said.
The rocks come from a difficult-to-access location in Pakistan. As a result, Gilmour and Toma
are the only people who have these rocks from this
time period.
Gilmour has presented his findings in Russia and
Australia so far. The Geology Dinner will feature a
presentation of his findings.
“We get to look at something that the rest of the
world has never seen,” Toma said.
The taxonomy papers to officially register these
new genera of bryozoa will be filed within the next
year. Toma and Gilmour estimate that they have 75
years worth of rocks to look through and file down.
Toma said he thinks of the process as a lengthy hunt
for extremely tiny animals.
Kiver and Gilmour will continue to pursue geological research in the near future. They show no signs of
stopping in their fields of research.

1867 1st St, Cheney
(509) 235-2010
cheneyvision.com
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EWU offers Instructional Technology Showcase for faculty
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

F

aculty was invited to attend an Instructional Technology Showcase on April 29 to increase student success
through Canvas.
The showcase was put on by the department of Instructional
Technology, Design and Development.
EWU Instructional Technology Specialist Nick Brown said
the showcase is an annual event and has evolved over the years
from being a more general instructional technology showcase to
a more specified event. “The event this year was shaped to be
more of [an] informational session on some of the features of our
learning platform, Canvas, followed by a hands-on workshop,”
Brown said.
The showcase was specifically focused on using rubrics
and outcomes in Canvas. Faculty was talked to about the
criteria that students are graded upon for their assignments
and ways to increase grading efficiency and transparency
for students.
The creators of Canvas live-streamed at the event and talked
about the platform, specifically rubrics and outcomes.
Jeff Healy, manager of Instructional Technology,
Design and Development at EWU, said the number of
faculty using Canvas at Eastern is significantly higher
than other institutions. “Believe it or not, it’s actually
reasonably high here compared to what it could be and is
elsewhere,” he said.

Brown said students seem to be the drivers behind adoption
of instructional technologies, especially Canvas or other learning
platforms. “[Students] are expecting these things just as a matter
of course,” he said.
Faculty is not currently required to attend the annual
Instructional Technology events. “We don’t want to set
rules for that kind of thing,” Healy said.
However, Healy said the department is looking
at making these events structured somewhat like an
academy to allow attendees to get some sort of certification for these programs.
Brown said the Instructional Technology department
gets calls every quarter through the help desk at the library
or direct contact from students wondering where their
Canvas course is. “More and more [students are] expecting
this to just be a matter of course, that the learning platform
is there to be a part of that classroom experience,” he said.
The Instructional Technology department is available
to anyone. “We support the entire Eastern Institution,
the entire community, so faculty and students are the
priority for us, but we do help external community
members as well,” Healy said.
Healy said students are always welcome.
There are typically three Instructional Technology
events a year. The fall event is more technology-centric,

while the spring event is more focused on how technology
is being used. The third event takes place in the summer
and is a boot camp offered for faculty. It runs for two days
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Brown said the boot camp is very
hands-on and faculty members attend on their own time.
The Instructional Technology Department is trying to
structure the fall and spring events to be more tied in with
what it is doing at the boot camp, as well as make the events
more specific to student success goals.
“The idea is really the student success,” Healy said.

“

More and more [students
are] expecting this to just be
a matter of course, that the
learning platform is there to
be a part of that classroom
experience.
76303
Nick Brown | EWU Instructional Technology
Specialist
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Arts and Entertainment
AAPI month ‘May’ just bring people together
By Colette-Janae Buck | contributing writer

F

rom the struggle-filled experiences of
Chinese immigrants to the showcasing of
traditional Hawaiian celebratory dances,
EWU’s first-ever Asian-American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) heritage month celebration highlights the contributions made and the obstacles
faced by AAPI persons in the United States.
Originally proclaimed only as a heritage week
in 1978 by President Jimmy Carter, the AAPI
celebration was later resolved to be month-long
by former President George H. W. Bush in 1990.
Since Carter’s proclamation, a university-sponsored annual May AAPI celebration has never
been held at EWU, until now.
Diversity services library liaison Qing Meade
said the idea for a department-sponsored celebration came from a conversation with sociology
professor Pui-Yan Lam, Ph.D.
“It was during an informal dinner last winter
that we were talking about what kind of events
the library could do with the college of social
sciences,” said Meade. “We realized that we
celebrate other historic and cultural months, but
we have never celebrated Asian-American and
Pacific Islander month here at Eastern.”
EWU freshman Sharon Kuamo’o-moli said
having an AAPI heritage month raises more awareness. “As a Pacific Islander, I didn’t even know we
had a month where other cultures can learn about
our heritage,” Sharon Kuamo’o-moli said.
Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli, an EWU freshman, also believed having cultural months
helps other cultures connect with each other.
“It broadens your horizons, and opens you up
to other cultures that you may not have known
about,” said Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli. “Students
can see other cultures and experience new
things without having to travel when events like
AAPI month are held.”
Sharon Kuamo’o-moli, along with her sister
Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli, are a part of EWU’s
Hawaii Club. Both Sharon Kuamo’o-moli and
Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli participated as dancers
in EWU Hawaii Club’s annual May Day Hui o’
Hawaii Luau on April 30. The luau featured traditional Hawaiian foods and the much-anticipated
traditional entertainment of Hawaiian dance.
“May Day is a huge celebration in Hawaii,
and dancing and parades are a part of that
celebration,” said Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli. “For
the luau we focused on different islands and the
styles of dance they have.”

“Every island has their own different type of
hula,” Sharon Kuamo’o-moli said. Some types
include Kahiko, a traditional hula; Auana, a
modern hula; and Ha’a, which is similar to a
warrior’s chant. These three were some of the
seven dances shown at the luau.
A month-long display of historic AAPI
culture in the Northwest and the broader
United States is one of the events agreed upon
for the AAPI celebration. The display includes
an array of books from the Spokane Historical
Project regarding the history of Chinese and
Japanese persons in Spokane, and a display of
films on Asian-Pacific American histories and
cultures in the United States.
Meade said she hopes not only the display but
the month’s celebration itself will help educate
people on what AAPI culture really is. “AAPI
culture is not viewed fully as a part of American
society, it’s seen as exotic,” Meade said.
“When we think of Black History Month
we think of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his
activism; we think of the contributions he made
to American society. However, when we think
about Asian-American and Pacific Islander
heritage we think of mainstreamed aspects of
culture, like Chinese New Year and sushi, not
activists who helped shape American culture,”
said Meade. “Our events are going to focus
more on AAPI persons who made significant
contributions to the United States.”
Both library displays went up on May 1 and
will be displayed until May 31.
The second event, held yesterday, was a
lecture by head of the history department,
Liping Zhu, Ph.D. Based off his most recent
book, “The Road to Chinese Exclusion: The
Denver Riot, 1880 Election, and Rise of
the West,” Zhu’s lecture focused on Chinese
exclusion in the 19th century.
“The lecture is an overview of Chinese
immigrants, and their experiences in 19th century
United States,” said Zhu. “I tried to put the
Chinese experience into a larger framework of
American history.”
Written and researched from 2005 to
2011, Zhu said he stumbled upon the book’s
topic while researching in Washington State
University’s library approximately 20 years
ago. “I found one document, diplomatic notes
on the subject and events, and I thought it
would be an interesting topic to research and

write about,” said Zhu. “No one was really
writing about it.”
Zhu said he hopes students will gain a greater
understanding and awareness for Asian-American
and Pacific Islander culture from not only his
lecture, but the entire celebration.
“What I can contribute is telling a story about
what happened in the past and what Chinese
immigrants went through. It’s a part of our
Asian-American heritage,” said Zhu. “I just hope
that students will become more interested in these
topics, or at least be open-minded and gain a little
more awareness.”
Zhu has been teaching Asian-American
history for 20 years and has written four
books regarding Asian-American history in
the United States.
The last university-organized event will be a film
screening held today from 1-2:30 p.m.
“American Revolutionary: The Evolution
of Grace Lee Boggs” is a documentary film
that focuses on Asian-American activist Grace
Lee Boggs and the course of her life and activism. Boggs was not only a voice within the
Asian community, but also made significant
contributions to Detroit’s black community
throughout her lifetime.
Meade said by showing this documentary,
the idea that America is a melting pot is
affirmed. “This country was made by people
of different backgrounds,” said Meade. “We
hope the celebration will expose individuals
to AAPI culture, and help them learn to
fully associate that culture with the broader
culture of the United States.”
The month of May at EWU will be dedicated
to highlighting all aspects of AAPI culture that
exist within the United States, its reputation as a
part of American culture, and the contributions its
people have made to society.
“What I really hope the larger campus gains
is an understanding for our culture,” said Sharon
Kuamo’o-moli. “I want the celebrations to show
them what we truly are, what we represent and
the problems that we face.”
“I think in multiple cultures we all face
similar things, but we don’t realize it,” said
Stephanie Kuamo’o-moli. “Hopefully, having
others experience our culture will allow them to
identify with us and maybe even realize that we
do face the same struggles. AAPI month may just
bring people together.”
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EWU paintball, a shot at having fun
By Kenna Tornow | contributing writer

P

aintball is shooting its way into EWU student’s hearts
and continuing to grow the EWU army. Paintball started last school year as a campus recreational activity, and
while it still is a rec activity, it has room to grow.
On any of the six open paintball nights one could
see up to 50 students out running around and shooting
their paintball guns. And on a reserved night one would
see over 100 students participating, according to Michael
Campitelli, head of EWU campus recreation activities.
Open night paintball is open to all students on a firstcome, first-serve basis with valid EWU ID. The reserved
option is open to students who reserve equipment and
the facilities and keep it between their own players.
“We are hoping to have a club next year,” said
Campitelli. “We also see a great opportunity for on-campus groups to use the game as a team or social building
exercise as it is fun, requires some strategy and teamwork and can be highly competitive as well.”
“The key option is to develop paintball as an intramural team sport and we are doing that this spring with

four teams signed up,” Campitelli said.
EWU sophomore Jeff Bergerson said he would like to
join a club or intramural team. Bergeron’s favorite part
about paintball is coordinating with all of his friends. “I
would like to play on the entire EWU campus,” he said.
While some love to just go out and shoot their friends,
others love the competitiveness of capturing the flag. “My favorite part is that everyone thinks they are so good, and you
get out there and everyone is horrible,” said EWU freshman
Nick Able. “Plus the smack talk everyone brings.”
EWU has a great game field and in the future
would like to add inexpensive inflatables, according to
Campitelli. “I would like to see it with more people and
a bigger field with more barriers,” Bergeron said
Students can choose to reserve the paintball equipment and field to use with friends or for an event if they
do not want to attend the open paintball dates, according
to Campitelli. He said whatever option EWU students
choose they are provided all of the safety gear, paintballs, guns and a field with inflatable barriers. Players

cannot bring their own paintball guns and must follow
EWU’s safety rules of play.
The pre-set-up field includes 10 inflatable bunkers for
players to hide behind and use as shields surrounding
the game flag in the center. The bunkers are set up on a
40-by-20-yard spread. There is also a ballistic curtain on
one side of the field to protect spectators or players not
currently in the game.
According to Abel, the equipment is great and the
staff was amazing and friendly when explaining the
rules to everyone.

The last two open paintball dates are May 6 and
20 at 5 p.m. To reserve a group spot contact Mike
Campitelli at 509-359-4836. More information
is available online at https://www.ewu.edu/
recreation/campus-recreation/imsports/paintball.
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awesome apartments for EWU students!
Across the Street from EWU Campus at 111-119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s provided. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 months to 2 years.
“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
(509) 235-1928
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MEOW!

Summer classes start July 5
Easy, quick-admit
for EWU students
Day, evening or online classes,
4-week to 8-week sessions
Visit ccs.spokane.edu/summer

Community Colleges of Spokane does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation or age in its programs, activities or employment. Please direct all inquiries regarding
compliance with access, equal opportunity and/or grievances to chief administration officer, CCS, 501 N Riverpoint Blvd, PO Box 6000, MS1004, Spokane WA 99217-6000 or call 509-434-5037, SCC TTY 533-8610/VP
866-948-2811, SFCC TTY 533-3838/VP 509-315-2310. Marketing and Public Relations. April 2016 - 15-0530 - A
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EWU professor rocks at more than just being a
teacher in the geology program
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

T

o some students, EWU professor
Nigel Davies plays a vital role in
the geology department both as a
mentor and a teacher.
“He makes geology interesting by his
passion of the subject when he lectures.
He is also very personable and approachable,” said EWU senior Lourdes Garcia.
“All of his teachings have been instrumental while applying them in my directed
studies. It is not difficult to see why he is
a valuable asset to the geology program.”
EWU senior Drake Martin said he has
never had a class directly with Davies but
expressed how much energy he brings to lab.
“He has great analogies for different
processes that bring the thought of science
to normal everyday events,” said Martin.
“He is also the go-to guy in the department,
he runs the geology 100 labs and runs the
Columbia Basin Geological Society.”
Davies has been a professor at EWU for
almost five years now, where he immensely
enjoys discussing science with his students.
“I enjoy research and the components of geology but I love teaching
more,” said Davies. “I was a TA all
through graduate school for a variety of
courses and ended up teaching. I didn’t
know I would enjoy it so much.”
Davies was born in England but grew
up in Connecticut and eventually moved to
Saint Louis, Missouri, for his undergraduate
studies. He finished his graduate program in
Bellingham, Washington, where his passion
for the environment developed.
“I first became interested in geology
when I took an environment sustainability
class my freshman year of college,” said
Davies. “It was a first year experience
class and my advisor was a geologist. What
truly got me first interested was during a
spring break trip, we went to the Mumbai
desert in California where it was a weeklong geology and environmental learning
experience through the Death Valley.”
Davies stressed that geology can apply to
many outside hobbies, including hiking and
backpacking or even camping. He said having
an interest in geology allows him to be able to
work while also having fun.
Another hobby of his includes cycling.
He is currently the advisor of the EWU

cycling team which won best sport this
last year at EWU. This year he is proud
to be taking the team to nationals in
Asheville, North Carolina.
“The students on the team are fun
to ride with,” said Davies. “We all put a
lot of focus on cycling.”
He said he looks forward to taking
advantage of the atmosphere in the city of
Asheville and hoping to snap some exceptional geological photos, saying he tries to take
geology photos wherever he goes.
Davies just finished a 6.8-mile bike race
with four stages, timed in the Tour of Walla
Walla, which is 190 miles over three days. He
admitted that will be the closest he will get to
the Le Tour de France bike race.
He spends much of his free time
hiking or backpacking through the
mountains and trails and enjoys bringing
along his fiancé and his fiancés dog, a
basenji mix. He has been to many places
around the Cheney area and offers advice
on some places students should go.
“If you’re looking to get out somewhere
close to Cheney I would recommend Bowl
and Pitcher Park,” said Davies. “It has really
nice exposure to basalt. There is also Sharon
and Beacon Hill where you can mountain
bike or go on a trail run. A highlight spot is
Mica Peak on the Idaho/Washington border.”
Davies encourages students to visit
Palouse Falls, saying it is the best place to go
during the spring season, and Mt. Spokane
once the snow melts. He described both areas
as having great views and great experiences.
“The most spectacular location to go
hiking is in Wyoming called the Wind
River Range,” said Davies. “It is a great
place and is devoid of people.”
As a professor of geology, Davies stressed
the importance of students being knowledgeable of the environment around them.
“When students leave an [introduction]
to geology class, I expect them to have a feel
for what geology is,” said Davies. “I expect
them to be able to identify rocks and the
story that surrounds them. I want students to
question what is happening here in Cheney or
Washington or even the state of Oregon. They
should know the big picture and the hazards
the Earth poses in their life with nearby
volcanoes, flooding or climate change.”

Davies said he is also excited for the
new developments and technological
advancements the geology department is
integrating here at EWU.
Davies said geology students will have the
opportunity to work with a hand-held x-ray
fluorescence analyzer that will have the capabilities of determining the element make-up
in a mineral with just a simple zap.
Another aspect of the program he
is currently working on is a digitation
class. He said the class will incorporate
a digital platform for a complete submission and return for laboratory materials
in order to integrate a value-added
technique. The department is trying to
integrate educational experiences that the
university could not provide on a field
trip and instead bring it to the classroom.
“I really like to instill in my students how
to use natural resources, such as petroleum,”
said Davies. “It’s important to know how to
extract natural resources and use them.”
Davies said that students should
not only take a geology class but be
interested in the course content.
“Even if you are in a business setting
it is good to know where any natural resources are in any project you are running
and how they interfere,” said Davies. “It
is important to know what is near you
and what is not or what you have in your
environment and what you don’t have.”
Garcia emphasizes the importance
of geology by stating, “It is important for
students to learn geology, because some of
society’s most important problems, such as
energy, water and mineral resources; the environment; and natural hazards like landslides,
volcanoes, earthquakes and floods, are all
topics that have geology at the very root of it.
It’s important to understand these processes
to be a more conscientious citizen.”
Davies explained how EWU is a
preferable university where students can get
that small major or minor that allows them to
actually interact with their professors instead
of having 200-plus students in their lecture.
For every student who enjoys hiking,
backpacking or any other outdoor activities,
Davies encourages them to be aware of their
surroundings through science and know the
natural resources the environment provides.

(from top to bottom) Professor Davies doing what he loves
most, digging in rocks; One of the many hikes Davies likes
to go on; Davies with one of his students in the cycling club
after a race they participated in
Photos contributed by professor Nigel Davies
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EWU ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM
New Entrepreneurship Business Major and General Minor
Want to build your own dream?

ADDITIONALLY:

Want to make the world a better place?

EWU student pitch competition coming soon!

Want to turn a killer idea into a business?

Entrepreneurs are changing the world!

Program begins Fall 2016 at EWU!
Entrepreneurship Core Courses:
FALL QUARTER
ENTP 311—Entrepreneurial Thinking and Behavior

**ENTP 311 is required as a prerequisite for all other ENTP courses

WINTER QUARTER:
ENTP 411—Finding and Evaluating Opportunities
ENTP 438—Entrepreneurial and Small Business Finance

SPRING QUARTER
ENTP 412—Business Model Design
ENTP 489—The Business Plan Lab

MAJOR: Must meet the Business program admission requirements prior to starting
entrepreneurship major level coursework.

Entrepreneurship scholarship—awarded annually!

Interact with key players in the Spokane
entrepreneurship ecosystem!
Build your idea to compete for cash in business
plan and business model competitions, including
the Inland Northwest Business Plan Competition!

Attend the annual EWU Entrepreneur of
the Year Awards Breakfast!
For additional information contact:
EWU Business Program Advisors
Cheney Campus: (509)359-6277
Spokane Campus: (509)828-1249

Bruce T. Teague, Ph.D.
Director of the Center for Entrepreneurship
and Associate Professor of Management

College of Business & Public Administration

MINOR: Non-majors must complete a minimum
of 20 credits within approved entrepreneurship
coursework.
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668 N. Riverpoint Blvd., Suite A #359
Spokane, WA 99202-1677
Ph: 509-828-1258
Bteague@ewu.edu

www.ewu.edu
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Forced to attend classes
By Joe Matthews | opinion editor

C

oming out of high school, most students finally get the opportunity to start making their own decisions such as being able to miss
a class or two without worrying about the school calling home.
Unfortunately, though many students work, have family conflicts or are
struck by sudden strife, several professors make attendance to their class
required. By making attendance in class mandatory we are forced to
submit our time to those who believe that their lecture is more important
than our overall success in the class.
Upon entering college, students expect to have to take classes they
otherwise wouldn’t. Though students may not enjoy every class session, they
are forced to go. With professors threatening to fail students who don’t make
it to their class, students have no choice. But really, we should.
We shouldn’t be forced to attend a class that we don’t want to, especially since some people have to work really hard to afford it in the first
place. Working outside the university, some students struggle to to find
time for both classes and their job ,which makes mandatory attendance a
real hassle.
“If I can’t work, then I can’t afford to attend school,” said EWU
junior Chris Andrews. “Sometimes I have to show up late, or not at all,
because of work, but thankfully my professors understand and I don’t
get marked down.”
Andrews is lucky to have professors who realize that working is crucial
for some students who are paying the bills themselves. Sadly, there are some
who aren’t as fortunate.
“I have never actually failed for not going to class, but I have definitely
had grade deductions because of it,” said EWU senior Dakota Matthews.
“It didn’t make a whole lot of sense though because I got the majority of the
work done, but since I wasn’t always there due to my job, my grade suffered.”
With that being said, the stance that attendance is mandatory
could not only present a massive inconvenience to some, it could also
be incredibly belittling. By forcing students with threats of failing
to come to class, professors are saying that their lecture is more
important than the overall knowledge gained by students from the
course. With learning being the main objective of enrolling in school,
the ways people decide to learn shouldn’t matter. If someone is able to
get a 4.0 in a class and only show up half the time, they shouldn’t be

Easterner
Asks:
How do you
think professors
at Eastern
could be more
effective?

Attend class
or fail.

THE EASTERNER
Letters to the Editor

Opinion Editor
Joe Matthews
easterner.opinion@gmail.com
Requirements:
-Letters should be 300 words
or less and typed, or legibly
handwritten.
-Include your full name, signature, telephone number and
email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore,
all letters are subject to editing for adherence to Associated Press style.
-Letters must be received no
later than Monday at 10
a.m. in order to be considered
for publication the following
Wednesday.

Graphic by Alyssa Scheller
punished. Likewise, someone who shows up everyday, but doesn’t do as
well on assignments shouldn’t be rewarded.
Some professors like to make attendance optional, but they give out
points for being there as if it were an assignment. This is a little bit better,
but still attendance shouldn’t play a factor in our overall grade.
Grades are there to reflect on how well students did on their coursework.
If a student got a 2.0 in a class and didn’t show up, that is their own fault for
not realizing they couldn’t do it alone. But if a student gets 4.0 and doesn’t
show up, they deserve that grade because it reflects how they did on the
actual work ,which is the important thing. By deducting grades based on
attendance professors are not only assuming that their lecture is the best way
to learn, they are stripping students of the so-called freedom that some work
incredibly hard for.

Freshman
Kayla Peters

Junior
Alex Bennett:

Senior
Allison Wolfe:

“I haven’t had too
much of a problem
with any professors,
but this is only my
first year here. I guess
I wouldn’t mind
professors having
more office hours.
Some office hours don’t work with
my schedule.

“I’ve had profs
who give tests
before they
even finish
teaching the
material,
so making
sure we have
covered everything before tests
would be nice.”

“I think it would
be really nice
if all professors
used the same
grading scale and
the same online
platform to assign
work. If everyone
used Canvas it would make things so
much easier.”

-If your letter is in response
to a specific article, please
list the title and date of the
article.
Editorial Policy
We encourage the EWU
community to submit letters
and opinion pieces that
conform to the requirements
listed above.
Opinion articles and letters
to the editor do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions
of The Easterner, its staff
members or Eastern Washinvgton University.
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Sports
Eagles break records as track
season comes to an end
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

S

enior Katie Mahoney broke a 16-year-old
school record in the 800-meter at the Oregon
State University High Performance Meet on
April 30 in Corvallis, Oregon.
Her winning time was 2:11.13, beating Junia
Limage of the ATS Track Club, who had a time of
2:11.86. Mahoney broke the EWU record, which was
set by Katie Ellison in 2000 with a 2:11.41 time.
“I was really excited, but not completely
satisfied,” Mahoney said. “I went out a bit slow
and got boxed in, but I’m hoping I get another
chance to run it and improve my time.”
She now owns four individual school
records: three outdoors and one indoor, and
also one in the relays.
“Katie does it again with her third school
record of the year,” said head women’s coach Marcia
Mecklenburg. “I have said it before and I will say it
again — she is having the senior year of a lifetime.”
Sophomore Jeremy VanAssche broke a
school record in the 100-meter. He finished
third overall with a 10.31 time, breaking his
own record of 10.36 set last year. VanAssche
finished ahead of Ryan Bailey, who had a time
of 10.48 and competed in the 100-meter in the
2012 Olympics in London.
“We learned a few days before the meet that
Jeremy would be in the same heat as Olympian Ryan
Bailey,” said head men’s coach Stan Kerr. “With that
knowledge, Jeremy knew he’d be in a special race
that would allow him to move closer to his sprint potential. His 10.31 was one of the strongest individual
performances in Eagle track and field history.”
Sophomore Samantha Lester qualified for
the Big Sky Championships in the discus with a
148-3 throw, giving Eastern a total of 32 qualifiers, 21 for women and 11 for men.
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman won the hammer event
with a throw of 196-4. Coleman entered the meet
ranked 18th in the NCAA Division I. She also placed
third overall in the shot put with a throw of 46-3.
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Despite winning the hammer throw and
placing third in the shot put, Coleman was
not satisfied with her results. “The meet didn’t
go as well as I had hoped. I’ve been working
on technique and I’m hoping it will all come
together for the Big Sky Championships next
weekend,” Coleman said in an email interview.
The women’s 4x100 relay team now ranks the
eighth fastest in school history after a 46.73 performance. The team included junior Paige Hammock,
senior Erika Lombardo, junior Kendra Hamm and
sophomore Rebecca Tarbert. Tarbert also placed
fifth in the 200 with a 24.77 time, missing the
qualifying time by .17 of a second.
The 4x400 relay team of junior Austin Upmeyer,
senior Nick Anthony, freshman Chez Jackson and
junior Logan Stahl had a time of 3:18.94. The 4x100
team of freshman Jonah Mathews, sophomore Jose
Garcia, Jackson and VanAssche had a 41.43 time.
Senior Aaron Brenton had a 14:55.71 time in
the 5,000, placing seventh. Redshirt freshman Isaac
Kitzan had a personal best time in the 5,000, placing
third in his heat with a time of 14:59.85.
Freshman Larry Still won the pole vault event
with a 16-3. He now ranks fifth of all-time at EWU
with his 16-6 jump from the previous week.
Junior Erin Clark and sophomore Macey
Weitz were part of the five EWU pole-vaulters
that topped in the eight positions, both jumping
for 12-3, ranking eighth in EWU history.
Junior Paula Gil-Echevarria had her previous best of 4:33.88 in the 1,500 to place 11th
and rank eighth all-time for EWU history.
“I couldn’t be happier with the improvements we
are getting from our women in all the event areas.
The coaching staff has done a great job keeping
the crew focused as we get nearer to the Big Sky
Championships,” Mecklenburg said.
This event concluded EWU’s outdoor track
season. The Big Sky Outdoor Championships will
take place on May 11-14 in Greeley, Colorado.
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Track and field statistics
Men’s Qualifiers
100-meter

–

10.51

–

sophomore Jeremy VanAssche

100-meter

–

10.74

–

freshman Jonah Mathews

200-meter

–

21.67

–

junior Austin Upmeyer

200-meter

–

21.21

–

sophomore Jeremy VanAssche

Javelin

–

219-3

–

senior Joey Payne

Javelin

–

190-3

–

junior Joey Day

Shot Put

–

53-2 3/4

–

sophomore Aaron Cunningham

Discus

–

161-8

–

sophomore Aaron Cunningham

Pole Vault

–

16-0 3/4

–

freshman Larry Still

400-meter

–

48.87

–

junior Austin Upmeyer

800-meter

–

1:52.94

–

junior Logan Stahl

Women’s Qualifiers
800-meter
1,500-meter

–

2:11.95

–

senior Katie Mahoney

–

4:28.93

–

junior Sarah Reiter

10:25.82

–

junior Paula Gil-Echevarria

10:10.33

–

senior Katie Mahoney

–

33:46.71

–

junior Sarah Reiter

–

35:38.54

–

senior Berenice Penaloza

–

200-7

–

senior Kaytlyn Coleman

–

47-7 1/4

–

senior Kaytlyn Coleman

–

148-3

–

sophomore Samantha Lester

–

38-0 3/4

–

sophomore Dominique Butler

–

12-1 1/2

–

junior Erin Clark

–

12-1 1/2

–

freshman Elizabeth Prouty

–

12-1 1/2

–

junior Anandae Clark

–

12-1 1/2

–

sophomore Macey Weitz

–

143-8

–

sophomore Bridgette Underwood

–

141-6

–

junior Samantha Baker

–

4,545 points –

junior Kendra Hamm

–

11.97

–

sophomore Rebecca Tarbert

–

16:27.33

–

junior Sarah Reiter

–

4:22.92

–

senior Katie Mahoney

–

16-8 3/4

–

junior Kendra Hamm

3,000-meter Steeplechase –
3,000-meter Steeplechase –
10,000-meter
10,000-meter
Hammer Throw
Shot Put
Discus
Triple Jump
Pole Vault
Pole Vault
Pole Vault
Pole Vault
Javelin
Javelin
Heptathlon
100-meter
5,000-meter
1,500-meter
Long Jump

* A valid student ID required.

DOWNTOWN
809 W. Main
(509) 747-2500

SOUTH HILL
5501 S. Regal
(509) 448-8442

NORTH SIDE
603 E. Holland Ave
(509) 467-1500

VALLEY

14927 E. Sprague
(509) 926-1241

MUVFITNESSCLUBS.COM

Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
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EWU football players sign into
NFL as undrafted free agents
Former EWU QB has tryout with Seahawks
Green Dragon V apor
Offering Starter Kits, Atomizers,
Vaporizers, Chargers, Accessories
113 F St, Cheney, WA
(509) 720-9932
Open Mon-Sat 12-8pm

By Riley Baker | staff writer

18+

15% Off Entire Order!
Free Taste Testing

FREE SODA
WITH PURCHASE OF
A MEAL OR BURGER

*Must have coupon in hand to receive deal.

Expires June 30th

Join us for breakfast!

Friday, 8am-11am | Sat-Sun, 8am-12pm

T

he NFL Draft has concluded, and EWU
offensive linemen Clay DeBord and Aaron
Neary have both signed deals as undrafted
free agents to play in the NFL.
DeBord agreed to terms with the Arizona
Cardinals and Neary will head to the Denver
Broncos. Both players were All-Big Sky
Conference performers this year.
Neary started in 24 games and played in 46
during his EWU career while earning FCS AllAmerican honors in 2015 as a senior and in 2014
as a junior. He also played in the National Football
League Players Association Collegiate Bowl.
“When the decision was made, it was like a
huge weight lifted off myself,” said Neary in an
article with the Tri-City Herald. “I’ll celebrate
this milestone tonight. But when I wake up
tomorrow, it’s back to work.”
DeBord started a school-record 51 games in
his EWU career and earned All-American honors
in 2015 as a senior. He joined his teammate
Neary at the National Football League Players
Association Collegiate Bowl.

Both Neary and DeBord will attend training
camps for their respective NFL teams in the
hopes of making the roster.
Another name familiar to EWU football is
Vernon Adams, Jr., who is set to attend rookie
camp May 6-8 for the Seattle Seahawks on a tryout
basis. He will compete for the backup quarterback
job behind Russell Wilson after going undrafted
and not signing as an undrafted free agent.
Adams spent his first three years with the
Eagles before transferring to the University of
Oregon for his senior year.
While playing for EWU, Adams was named Big
Sky Player of the Year twice and was also runner-up
for the Walter Payton Award twice. In his three
years with the Eagles, Adams threw for 10,438 yards
and 110 touchdowns with 31 interceptions.

Since 1989, a total of 79 Eagles
have been drafted or signed
into the NFL or CFL.

Big Sky to add new team to the fold in 2018

24 West 1st Street, Cheney, WA 99004 | (509) 235-4559 | find us on facebook

By Grace Pohl | staff writer

T

he University of Idaho is moving back to
the Big Sky Conference for football.
EWU has played UI twice since 2002,
winning both of the games. Now the teams will
compete against each other every year starting in
the 2018 season.
UI was in the Big Sky Conference in 1965
until 1995. They won nine conference championships before moving up to the FBS. All UI sports
left in 1996, but all of them besides football
returned in 2014.
Eastern is only about an hour and a half from
Moscow, Idaho, which will create a natural rivalry
against UI in football, just like the other sports.
“The Big Sky Conference is one of if not the
toughest FCS conference in the country and
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with the re-addition of Idaho it just became even
tougher,” Director of Athletics Bill Chaves said.
The Vandals’ drop is believed to be the first
time in history that a program has dropped down
from the FBS to the FCS.
Eastern will not only have to compete against
Idaho on the field more often, but now recruitment will be even more competitive with athletes
deciding between Idaho or Eastern, being in the
same division and not far away from each other.
“We are excited to renew our rivalry with
Idaho on the football field much like we have done
in all other sports over the past two seasons. There
is no doubt that Idaho will add another level of
excitement to Big Sky football,” Chaves said.

Sports
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Athletic department to improve budget

BUY ANY LUNCH ENTREE

By Riley Baker | staff writer

FRIES OR A SALAD

T

he athletic Department is over budget by
$817,076, but there is more going on behind
the scenes than just that.
With expenses going up every year, the department
needs to better prepare themselves and figure out how
to work with what they have. Chad Karthauser has been
the associate athletic director for business and finance
for EWU for about six months and has done plenty of
analysis to determine where the Athletic Department sits.
“It really wasn’t overspending,” said Karthauser.
“There are definitely some areas where you could
maybe cut a couple corners and see some savings,
but just in general, prices increase. There’s never
anything that gets cheaper every year so we’ve got to
know that those expenses are going up.”
It is easy to look at numbers and determine the
program is over budget. But to keep from going over
budget, according to Karthauser, the department really
needs to understand what its expenses might be in order
to determine what kind of revenue it will eventually need.
“We need to be proactive about it and figure out
where our revenues need to be to not only accommodate
what the problem is right now, but forecast what will
happen in the future as well,” said Karthauser. “I think
that we’ve done a pretty good job of that and I think in
[2016-17] you’re going to see [improvement]. You’re not
going to be able to do it in one year.”

There are a lot of expenses when it comes to athletics,
and things change every year. The Big Sky addition of
North Dakota a few years ago increased travel costs.
According to Karthauser, it really comes down to the
department analyzing all the numbers to know what they
need to do to at least break even.
With the 2015-16 fiscal year ending on June 30,
there has not been a lot of time available to turn
the budget around since Karthauser has been here.
But going into the 2016-17 year, he said he hopes
to turn things around toward an upward trend.
“I would say it’s probably going to trend a little bit
worse than last year,” said Karthauser. “But I would
imagine, starting with your 2016-17 year, you’re going
to see trends going back up toward a zero-based budget.
And our hope is that after a couple years we’re producing
revenue, and then pay back anything that we’ve had to
borrow from the university over the last couple years.”
If things go to plan and the Athletic
Department can pinpoint different categories in
the budget to turn around and cut costs, the next
couple of years should see the deficit drop.
“I think we should take a huge chunk out
of it for next year,” said Karthauser. “And then
hopefully continue trending in those directions
and get back to where we want to be.”

EWU athlete finds motivation in past tragedy

AND RECEIVE FREE
EXPIRES: MAY 18

$300 OFF

ANY REGULAR ORDER

OF CHEESEBREAD

*EXPIRES JUNE 30

COPY JUNCTION
www.copyjunction.com

copyjunction@hotmail.com

1921 1 st St. Cheney

Ph (509) 235-5551

COPY J.

Student Discount Coupon!
Get 15% OFF ALL of our services.

Does not apply to consignment items.
Expires: 9/30/16
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espite everything he has gone through,
EWU sophomore cornerback D’londo
Tucker remains humble, strong and determined, showing off a bright smile and providing
an endless supply of positive energy.
D’londo Tucker’s father had a huge impact on
him, his brother DeeShawn Tucker, and many
kids in the Seattle area as well. At every game, no
matter what field or gym, Herman Tucker’s voice
and presence was felt. But at 17 years old, D’londo
Tucker’s life changed forever when Herman Tucker
was shot and killed outside of a Motel 6 in SeaTac.
Not only did it devastate his family, but it affected
the community as well. Although D’londo Tucker felt
a great deal of emotion knowing his father was gone
forever, he uses him as motivation to pursue his dreams.
“My dad told me since I was little how I’ll be in
the NFL, so I have to make him proud,” said D’londo
Tucker. “My way of staying motivated is knowing my
dad is watching over me; he’s had my back since day
one. He was my dad, best friend and hero all in one.”
D’londo Tucker did not miss one class or practice
despite the death of his father, refusing to use the

tragedy as an excuse. “Keep striving for your goals,
because that’s what he would want for you,” Dee
Tucker, D’londo Tucker’s mother, said. That mentality
helped lead D’londo Tucker to a football scholarship
at EWU and, most importantly, a free education.
“It was very important for me to never give up,
because I couldn’t take two losses. The guys who took my
father won the battle but it’s war out here; I can’t let them
kill two birds with one stone,” D’londo Tucker said.
On the field, D’londo Tucker takes every emotion
he feels out on the opponent. As he returned from
injury in 2015, he showed why he would not be
stopped. Against Montana State and Sacramento
State he recorded a season high of three tackles, as
well as recording his first career interception against
the Hornets. He broke up two passes against Oregon
and Northern Arizona, while recording his first
career sack against Idaho State on a cornerback blitz.
“It’s tough without my father here, but God gives his
toughest battles to his strongest soldiers,” said D’londo
Tucker. “I strive to be the best because that’s how I grew
up. This isn’t about me. I’m doing this for my family and
dad, which is why I work hard until I can’t anymore.”
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